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Lion Cubs Celebrate 1st Birthday on Sunday! 
Cubs to Enjoy Milk-Flavored Ice Cakes with Blood-Flavored Candles 
 
 

Naples, FL –  This Sunday, July 19 marks the first birthday of Naples Zoo’s South  African 

lion cubs. To mark the occasion, Naples Zoo is giving the cubs their own cakes. Of course, 

the regular flour cake with sugar frosting would not satisfy the carnivores’ cravings so 

Naples Zoo keepers are preparing two special lion-friendly treats.  Their summer birthday 

will be cooled down with two three-tiered cakes made of ice -- each flavored with a gallon 

of milk. To top it off, the single birthday candle on each will be flavored with beef blood. 

Guests can watch the lion cubs tear into their cakes at 3 p.m. included in the regular 

admission during the Meet the Keeper presentation at their exhibit in Lagoon Loop. 

 

Although born in the US, the genetics of these young cats can be directly traced to 

southern African populations. In order to maintain a genetically diverse population 

outside the wild for at least 100 years, these lions  participate in a Species Survival Plan® 

coordinated by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. 

 

Naples Zoo is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization cooperating in conservation programs 

both in and outside the wild for endangered species.  Daily presentations include hand 

feeding at Alligator Bay, Meet the Keeper Series, Snake Sunbathing, along with two 

premiere presentations: Planet Predator and Serpents: Fangs & Fiction. Both of these 

feature shows take place in the Safari Canyon Theater where guests see live animals from 
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feline predators to venomous snakes along with exciting video footage. And one of the 

zoo’s most popular activities is the Primate Expedition Cruise where guests embark on a 

guided cruise through islands inhabited by monkeys, lemurs, and apes.  

 

The all day pay-one-price ticket includes admission to both the nationally accredited zoo 

and historic garden along with all shows, botanical tours (offered on Sundays), exhibits, 

and the boat ride.  ($19.95 adults age 13+/ $11.95 children 3 to 12, under 3 free. Children 

under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult at least 18 years of age). Zoo 

memberships and discount tickets are also available online at www.napleszoo.org. 

Visitors enjoy healthy meals at the SUBWAY® Cafe and shop for wild gifts at tame prices in 

The ZOO Gift Shop. Naples Zoo welcomes guests daily from 9:00 to 5:00 with the last ticket 

sold at 4:00 and is located at 1590 Goodlette-Frank Road across from the Coastland Center 

mall in the heart of Naples.  To learn more, click www.napleszoo.org or call (239) 262-5409 

or follow the Zoo at www.twitter.com/NaplesZoo.  
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