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Leopards Soon to Be Spotted in Naples  
Naples Zoo’s Leopard Rock to Open July 14, 2007 
 
NAPLES, Fla. – Visitors to Naples Zoo this summer will encounter leopards like never before at the historic garden 

and nationally accredited zoo.  Both spotted and black leopards will make appearances in Leopard Rock, an all new 

exhibit opening in July 2007.  Leopard Rock was made possible by a gift from The Trust for Public Land (TPL), a 

national nonprofit conservation organization.  

 

TPL’s $200,000 gift to help build Leopard Rock was part of a larger campaign to help restore and improve facilities 

damaged by Hurricane Wilma.  “Naples Zoo was hit hard by Hurricane Wilma and we're happy to help in the 

reconstruction effort,” said Greg Chelius, director of TPL’s Florida office.  In combination with tremendous voter 

support, TPL was also a crucial player in saving the Naples Zoo in 2005 – working with Collier County to preserve 

the acreage under and around the Zoo.   

 

To create the strongest feeling of no separation between guests and leopards, seven-foot-high glass panels will be 

set within a recess of a rock textured concrete pad – no curb or edge to break the illusion. The cats and the guests 

will be able to stand nose to nose on the same even surface separated only by just over an inch of clear zoo-grade 

glass. Living trees, deadfall logs, and other features provide natural elements for the leopards to interact with. 

 

As the name suggests, the new exhibit will also feature rockwork.  Leopards enjoy climbing and being up high in 

their environment so immediately in front of the glass viewing area, the cats will be able to relax on a large 

naturalistic rock outcropping known in Africa as a kopje (pronounced “COP-ee”).  Also known as inselbergs, or 

island mountains, kopjes range in size from a few yards across to the enormous Ayers Rock of Australia.  In the wild, 

kopjes are veritable islands in a sea of grass complete with their own flora and fauna as well as serving as oases for 

traveling animals. Leopards and other cats use the high rock to survey the surrounding grasslands for prey and as 

well as using the rock crevices and plants to hide their cubs. 

 

The leopard has the widest geographic range of any of the cat family.  Leopards are found throughout sub-Saharan 

Africa all the way across Asia to the Russian Far East.  Leopards appear to be able to adapt to almost any 

environment from Africa’s Kalahari Desert to Indonesian rainforests.  Shocking to metro residents, leopards can 

even establish territory in urban areas. Leopards have been found living in Kampala and Nairobi, the large capital 
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cities of Uganda and Kenya respectively.  The leopard’s diet is equally diverse – everything from beetles weighing 

less than an ounce to antelope weighing nearly half a ton. All leopard subspecies are listed as endangered or 

threatened under the United States Endangered Species Act.  

  

Leopard Rock will be home to two alternating sets of leopards including one black leopard. Although commonly 

called black panthers, there is no separate species scientifically known as a panther. Large black cats are either 

black leopards or black jaguars – a trait known as melanism.  Many other small cats also occasionally produce 

black-coated offspring.  (To clear up confusion about the Florida panther, guests can visit the Zoo’s Panther Glade 

exhibit, created in association with the National Wildlife Federation.)  In the sunlight, guests will note that the black 

leopard is spotted.  Although black leopards are rarely seen in Africa, about half the leopards in Malaysia and Java 

possess the dark coats.   

 

Naples Zoo is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization cooperating in conservation programs both in and outside the 

wild for endangered species.  Daily presentations include Alligator Bay Feeding, Meet the Keeper Series, along with 

two premiere presentations: Planet Predator and Serpents: Fangs & Fiction. Both of these feature shows take place 

in the Safari Canyon Theater where guests see live animals from feline predators to venomous snakes along with 

exciting video footage. For those looking for more on the historic botanical garden, the Tropical Plant Trek offers 

guests a short tour led by University of Florida Master Gardeners. And one of the zoo’s most popular activities is the 

Primate Expedition Cruise where guests embark on a guided cruise through islands of monkeys, lemurs, and apes.  

 

The all day pay-one-price ticket includes admission to both the nationally accredited zoo and historic garden along 

with all shows, tours, exhibits, and the boat ride.  ($18.50 adults age 13+/ $9.95 children 3 to 12, under 3 free. 

Children under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult at least 18 years of age). Annual memberships and 

discount tickets are also available online at www.napleszoo.com. Visitors enjoy healthy meals at the SUBWAY® Cafe 

and shop for wild gifts at tame prices in The ZOO Gift Shop. Naples Zoo welcomes guests daily from 9:30 to 5:30 

with the last ticket sold at 4:30 and is located at 1590 Goodlette-Frank Road across from the Coastland Center mall 

in the heart of Naples.  To learn more, click www.napleszoo.com or call (239) 262-5409. 

 

The Trust for Public Land, established in 1972, specializes in conservation real estate, applying its expertise in 

negotiations, public finance, and law to protect land for people to enjoy as parks, greenways, community gardens, 

urban playgrounds, and wilderness. With funding from the Forest Legacy Program, the federal Land & Water 

Conservation Fund, state and local open-space funds, and other public and private investments, TPL has helped to 

protect more than 2.2 million acres across the country. For more information, visit TPL on the web at www.tpl.org. 

 

Print Quality Image of leopards available for immediate download at 
www.napleszoo.com/press 
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